
Dedicated LAMA Members Receive Awards 

Five  LAMA members received awards during the 2014 LAMA / ATA Annual Meeting in Scottsdale. 

Tracy Lewis, immediate past president of LAMA and an associate director at Pfizer, was awarded the 

prestigious  Charles River Medallion.  The Medallion is awarded annually by Charles River Labs to an 

administrator / manager and LAMA member in recognition of their distinguished contributions to the 

field of laboratory animal management.  

Tracy Lewis began working in research in 1996 as a technician for a CRO, quickly becoming lead 

technician and designated trainer, ultimately becoming the training coordinator for the GLP site, which 

was her first exposure to management.  

She became the supervisor at Genetics Institute in 2001 and has held positions of increasing 

responsibility as the company transitioned first to Wyeth and recently to Pfizer. Over the past 15 years, 

Tracy has been a champion of technician training, continuing education and succession planning. 

She has achieved her MBA as well as ALAT, LAT, LATG and CMAR certifications. 

 

Leah Curtin, a member of the LAMA Board of Directors and an associate director of operations at 

Genzyme/Sanofi, received the U. Kristina Stephens Award for her outstanding and exceptional service 

to the LAMA.  

Leah has been the CMAR committee member for LAMA and has worked diligently on the Education 

Committee.  These two committees are, in my opinion, the two most productive committees in the 

organization and require the most work.  She is also the liaison to the International Membership 

committee. 

 

The William O. Umiker Memorial Award is given to a LAMA member in good standing who has 

demonstrated a commitment to the field of laboratory animal management education through 

contributions to LAMA’s publications, published articles, books and presentations at seminars and 

workshops. 

This year’s recipient was Cammie Symonowicz. A past president of LAMA and an operations manager at 

Bristol Myers Squibb.    Cammie has authored numerous articles on managing and motivating staff as 

well as instructing CMAR classes which resulted in many CMAR certified professionals across the 

country.  Other presentations she has conducted involved the Growing Care & Culture across many sites 

within her company.  She has also traveled internationally to train up and coming supervisors in this 

industry.  Cammie is not only an advocate for the animals she works with but the technicians & 

supervisors as well.   



 

In memory of Ron Orta, who worked in the field of laboratory animal science for over 30 years, LAMA 
presents an annual award in his name to an individual actively employed in lab animal vivarium 
operations, management or administration that presents a professional/managerial presentation at our 
LAMA/ATA Annual Meeting. 

The award selection process occurs during the LAMA/ATA Annual Meeting. This year both the 2013 and 
2014 Ron Orta Award recipients were honored in Scottsdale.  

The 2013 recipient was Subibe Choudhury of McGill University and the 2014 winner was James Cox of 
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. 

Allentown, Inc. is the sponsor for the award.  

 


